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FARM *mlmme AND Expmmmms

Transportation Facilities

Located ¢n the navigable. Columbia River and served by three railroads, Pasco
is a major irland transportation-esptsr of the: Pacific Northwest and is the focal
point for wost shipping in and ‘out ‘of Franklin- County. Highway mileages to obther -
northwest cities are: Seattle, 236; Spokane, 153; Portland, 220; Vancouver,B,C.y

363; and Boise, 295 miles.

The Port of Pasco, in operation Since"i9hl,'handles the largest freight tonnage
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of any public port on the Columbia River above Portland, Grain and cther goods

are barged dewnriver te Portland and .other coastal ports. Upriver shipments from
coastal ports are pedistributed via trick and rail to inland destinations,
1S
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The Northern Pacific Railway reaches Pasce from the Yakima Valley, then
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north through tne central Franklln County towns of Eltopia, Mesa, and Connell t
Spokane and points beyond. Branch lines run to Hoses Lake, Daverport, Dayton and
Wzlla Walla, A large electronic freight classification yard is located in Pasco,
Tha Spokane, Portland, and Seattle Railway travels up the Columbia River to
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Snake to Farrington, then to Spokane, Union Pacific Railroadls route

also follows the Columbila to Pasco, then up the Snake and Palouse Rivers to Spokane,
ranch lines connect Connell, Xzhlotus, Washiuena, and other towns, All railroads
provide adequate sidings along their routes for loading prain, potatoes, beans,

11Vestock anﬁ other commodiiies,

An extensive road network in the county facilitastes trucking of farm products.
U.S. Highway L10 passes through the sovthern tip from east to west at Pasco. U.S.
395 travels norih from Pasco through Eltopia and Connell to Spokane., Connecting
state highways include Routes 2li, 260 17, and 170, County and other roads cover
all major areas of the county. Tnlrty-s1x percent of farms in the county in 1959
were on gravel or other improved roads. Seven major freight truck lines operate
out of Pasco,

Marketing Croos

The largest apricultural merketing activity in the county is the handling and
shipping of field crops, which account for nearly three~fourths of the value of all
”"rm products sold, Harketing whest and other small grains involves transferring
vver five million bushels annually from growers to elevators, mills, and feeders,

Much of the county!s wheat crop moves by truck to Pasco where it is loaded on
erges bound for Portland and other terminals for export. Other wheat goes to
countryelevators for shipment by rail and truck to domestic markets in Seattle,
Spokane, and out-of-state. Most wheat is of the soft, white varieties used in
bakery goods and pasteries rather than for bread., Facilities within the county for
handling and storing grain are provided by five different companies having a total
of 12 warchouses at nine different locations, The combined storage capacity of
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these houses added up to L,OOU,bUU bushels in lyOb.

Most barley goes for livestock feed-w~very little malting barley is raised in
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Washington, Some is used locally, with the rest going to elevators and dealers,
then to feed companies. Rye, classed as a food grain, is largely fed to live~
stock, MNearly all the oat crop is fed to livestoch, mostly on the farm where
grown. Alfalfa Hay is eithcr fed on the furm wherc grown, s0ld to feedlots in the
Columbia Basin, or shipped to western washington’s dairy area.

Table 37, Public Grain Warechouses in Franklin County Licensed for the
Period July 1, 1965 %o June 30, 1966,
1 ; Q
Warehouse Company i Location | Number of Houses | Commodity
Comnell Grain Growers, Inc, |Connell 2 Barley, wheat
" " " " Frischknecht 1 Wheat
" " n " Eltopia 1 Vheat
" " " " liesa 1 Vheat
" u n .om Sulphur 1 . Wheat
Louis Dreyfus Corp, Windust 1 Wheat
" Kahlotus Coop, Elevator Co, ' Kahlotus 2 Grain
Sun Basin Crowers, Inc. Bagin 2 Grain
Washtucna Grain Growers, Inc.iSperry 1 Wheat

Source: State of Washington Department of Agricuiture, Olympia,
Public Grain Warehouses Licensed for Period July 1, 1965 to .
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June 30, 1066 :

For crops that lend themselves to either fresh or processed form, the current
trend is for an increasingly larger proportion to go for processing. Although
most of the county's potatoes go to Luyers in Pasco, Kennewick, Othello, and the
Yakima Valley for fresh market, zn increasing amount is being sold to processing
plants in Othello and other Basin towns, Eventual mariets for processed potatoes,
in the form of potato chips, french fries, hash browns, and canned potatoes, are
in the Midwest, South, East and along the West Coast, New processing, packing,
and storage facilities are planned at Pasco. ifost of Franklin County's potatoes
are planted early and dug in July, August, and September,

Nearly all sweet corn, green peas for processing, and asparagus grown in the
county go to processors in the Yakima Valley., Onions are sold through produce
houses at Moses Iake or in the Yakima Valley., Most watermelons are shipped to
fresh markets outside the county or consumed locally,

0il is extracted from peppermint and spearmint in local distilleries and sold
to buyers in the Yakima Valley, From here the oil goes through a refining process
and is resold to eastern buyers for use as food flavoring and in medicinal products.

Dry peas are sold through dealer-cleaners in Othello, Moses Leke, Warden, and
other Columbia Basin towms, Dry beans are also sold to buyers in the Basin, liost
field corn is either used as feed on the farm “here growm or sold locally to feed
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companieS. Sugar beets are harvested late in the fall, as cooling irproves their
storage quality. They then move by truck to railroad assembly points for shipe
ment to refineries at Moses Lake and Toppenish. Seed crops are sold 1o c¢leaners
and dealers in the Columbia Basin and Yakima Valley, .

Tree fruit production is minor and is mostly consumed by local fresh markets.
The remainder is sold to buyers in the Yakima Valley. liost of the .grape crop goes
to Yakima Valley buyers Sor conversion %o Jjuice conecentrate and wine.
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Marketing Livestock and Dairy Products
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Only a small minority of cattle fed on Columbia Basin Pr oject lands originates

Vi
there. Some feedlot catile are bought through country buyers from ealf producers
on dryland ranches in eastern Franklin: and.-neighboring counties. COthers come from
auction yards in Pasco, Othello, Moses Lake, Walla Walla, and Toppen;sh._ lost
feedlots are .small operations run by farmers in coniunction with other fam -
activities. The relajively smali number of commercial feeders, however., along
with-a few large farm feedlots, fesd a majority of the-cattle. Liarge feedlots (hav-
ing a2t least l OOO head c~p101ty) hdve been establlshed at Pasco and Conriell,

lost finished animals are sold from feedlots to packers in Pasco, Ellensburg,
Toppenish, Yakiwa, Seattle, Tdcoma, and Spokane, Remaining fed cattle are spld
through auctions.in the Columbia Basin and Yeskima Valley. There is a state in-
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spected slaughterhouse at Pasce and federally inspected houses are located ab

Toppenish and Yakima, In addition to local ‘cattla, these plants also slaughter
animals from Montana, Idaho, and Oregon. Most-finished cattle are federally
graded after slaughtE“ and most attaln choice grade.<r?"

Lambs fed in'lots at Mesa," Eltopla, and PaSco are- sold 11ve in Spokane and
Ellensburg: - Few are-slaughtered-in the county, IHost wool is marksted in Port-
land. CnLea R e e s T o s s R EEERA e

an expandlng urban p0pu1atlon has “increased the mar&et for whole m&lk. Proce551ng,
Jetiding, and.distribution facilities have been established in tne Trl-Cltles
area, - Milk eur“olus to local -demard’ is mmﬂm%pﬂ in {‘}hpg(_ma e
g Per caplta egg consﬁmptlon in uhe Uﬁited S ates averages about 27 dozen mer

.. year, To-meet. this average; poultry-men. i Franklin County would have fo produce

" €30, 200 .dozer;, e~gs. -annually to feed .the number.of residents present in'l960,
qales in.. 1959 were: less than one-sixth of:this ¢1gure. "The magorlﬁy of eggs and
chackens censumed by county reswdents orlglnates in. other areas. : i

Value of Farrm Products uold

Income to rranhlln Gounty farmers from sale of farm products has made spectac-
ular gains; = from. $l, 765,231 in 1949 to $8,659,50k in 195k, to $13,901,871 in 1959,
Revenue from all crops sold,accounted for about three~fourths of the 1959 1ncome,
as conpared to one-:ourth from sale of 11vestock anu llves ock products.

L Crop sales 1ncreased near1" threefold in value durlng the same ten year perlod,
~ from $3,582,0Lk to $7,922,839, to $10,305,160. Field crops, ‘the'main source of
Franklin County agriculture, brought in 98 percent of the total cror value in
‘1959, The remaining 2 percent was from-sdle of fruit: and nnts, vegetables, and
-io“est and hortlcultaral spe31a1ty products. o :

. Revenne irom.sale of llvestock products took ‘a ollbht drop between 19h9 and
1954, from $8L424700 to 47365565, then spiraled up to $3y596,711 in 1959." The
recent  increase primerily reflects the expahsion in catile feeding operatlons.

Cf the b2,703,833 brought in from sale of livestock and livestock products other
than dairy and poultry in 1959, $2,238,489 came from cattle and calves 30¢d alive,
Dairy product sales contrlbuted $795,271 ana poultry and poultry products,

. $37,607 in. 1939.
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Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bulletin

TLlLB&._EalueJMmpLMarketed from Franklin County Farms, 1959.

x Yaiug - | Percent of all..
Crops'Marketed (dollars) Crops Sold
‘Frait and ruts 1:9,169 S LS
Vegetables hé gLo Coli
Field Crops other than vegetables, - :
fruit and muts | 10,095,207 98,0
Forest products and horticultural '
specialties 13,9h% 0,1
 Total value to farmers-of . - B .‘
__ erops sold 10,305,160 100,0
. Sources U,S, Census of Agriculture, 1959, Data are based on

reports from a sampls of farms,
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Poultry 043%'"ﬁi‘
/;:nFrult and Nuta

1.1%

Livestock ~

- -0 T
- * - » >

-/ m=forest and
| Hortmcultural

Vegetables ‘_

Pleld Crops
T 72,65

Source°

u. S. Census of Agrlculturu, 1959.
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Flgure 13, Cash Farm Income Sources, Franklin County, 1959
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?able 39. Value of Livestock and Llvestock Products Marketed from
’ Franklln County Farms, 1959. ‘ '

- Class of leestock and Products Sold Amount Received by " Percent of
~+. | Farmers (dollars) | Total Amount

Livestock and livestock products,! _ |

other than poultry and dairy 2,763,833 76,8 -
Dairy precducts . : 795,271 22,1
Poultry end poultry products - =~ 37,607 1.1
Total Value to farmers of livestock 7

and livestock products sold - 3,596,711 ‘ 100,0

Source: 'U,S., Census of Agriculture, 1959. Data are based on reporis
- from a sample of farms, . . . S

Eighty~three percent of Franklin County farms were classed as commercial by the
1959 Census of Agriculture. Nine percent sold $L0,000 worth of farm products or
more, and Sl percent sold products worth at least. @10 000, The proportion of farms
classed as non-commercial=-~those earning from $50 to @2 1199 from sale of farm pro=-
ducts and opersted on a part-time or retirement ‘basis——amounted to 17 percent,

Table h0, Farms by Economic Class, Franklin County, 1959.

Talne of Farm 1 N¥umber of Percent. of Total
Econcmic Class Products Sold _ | Farms 1/ Estimated Farms
(dollars) . - in the County
Commereisl Farms: . ‘
Class I o 40,000 and over 66 349
Class IT. © 20,000 to 39,999 | 108 1.1
= Class 11T = 10,000 to 19,999 227 30.5
Class IV 5,000 to 9,999 135 18.1
. Class V. . 2,500 tp 1,999 7% 10,2
Class VI 2/ : 50 to 2,h99 5 0.7
 Total . : S i 82.5
Non-Commer01al Farmss . , '
Class VII (Part-tlme) 50 to 2,499 110 1L.8
. Class VIIL (Part- 1
retirement) 3/ 50 to 2,499 20 2.7
Class IX (Abnormal)l/ any amount 0 0
Total 130 17,5

1/ Estimeted from data for a sample of farms, 2/ Provided the farm operator
was under 65 years of age and (1) off~farm work was less than 100 days
annually, anc (2) outside income was less than that from sale of farm
products, If (1) or.(2) did not apply farm was called Class VII.

3/ Farm cperator 65 years old and over. L/ Al institutional farms and

Indiar, reservations,
Sources U,S, Census of Agriculture, 1959,

Farm Expenditures

As agricultursl activity and income have expanded, expenses have done likewise,.
On the basis of 2 20 percent sample taken by the Census of Agriculture, $4,233,097
was spent by Fronklin County farmers in 1959 for buying and feeding 11vestock
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machine hire, labor, petroleum products, seed and planting stock. This figure equal-
ed 30 percent of the income from sale of farm procducts,

" Parchases of livestock and poultry totaled $1,03L,638, distributed among 352
farms. This exceeded any other of the specified expenses and reflects the growth of

cattle feeding operations. The next most costly items were hired labor and petro=
leum products, totaling $969,L56 and $736,731, respectively, County farmers spent

AL e WA VA VO el g S g LA, YA S W R U ¥ e w2 =

another $719,130 for 11vestoc& feed, $503 B65 for machine h;re and $269 587 for
seed and plantlng stocks

k‘la 11 Q
Table Qg W

T F i iture R ] Average pe;
Type of IExpenditur (Ju agﬁSOf Exgiid%gggg for vgar% per
(dollars) (dollars).
Feed for. livestock and . e .. .
. - poultry - L9l - 719,130 1,465
-Purchase of livsstock . e
and poultry . . b e 0,638 | 2,939
- Machlne.hlre ) . - gl 503, 565 .4 - - 980 .
- Hired labor. .. . . L5 . 969, e | 2,041
-Gasoline, other petro*eum : R
products . . . 73 6,73% 1,004
”fqendq. huThq, trppq and . . . L .
. plants .. . . o 392 269,507 688 -
Total Expenditures - } 39 a u,233,o97’ . 15,728

Sourbe' U,S, Census of Agriculture, 1959, Data are based on reports for
| obly a sample of farms. a o '

Fertilizer and.lee

.....

than, any other ;pg;yldual Crop. . Per acre appllcatlons for wheat, however, were less
than for all other crops except barLey. Rates for sugar beets, at an average of 759
pounds per acre, were greater than for any other crop. Only LS acres vere treated
with lime--the natural alkallnlty of semi-arid soils generally makes addition of

lime unnecessary,

Table 42, Use of Commerc1a1 Fertlllzer and Iame on Cropland and Pasture,
e Franklln Couvty, 1959, + - -

........

Typé of Land - "Jhrber' ‘| Acres Fertilized{ = Amount and Type

Fegtilized of Farmms { Total |Fercent [Liguid: DLry Total | Total
A B [ '|of Total[(tons) ! (tons) !(tons) ! (per acre)
Fertillzer: | 582  |130,080 | 100.0 | L,030] 5,306 | 9,016 136
Hay and croplend R S E A ¢ R D

pasture T Co208 - 6,965 8,0 115 639 750 217
Other pasture '’ ‘52 1 475 0,377 "18} sk} .72 303
Wheat I 369 | 8y,801 61.i | 2,1631 1,003 | 3,661 75
Barley '~ 112 116,002 1+ 0 11,6 | 3871 76 L33 sh
Sugar beets 122 1,653 1.2 259 368 6271 159
Other crops L28 23,188 20, | 1,118 3,246 | 4,364 310
Lime (all land) | 1 u5 0,03 == 35 35 11,555
Source: U,3, Census of Agriculture, 1959, Data are based on reports from a

sample of farms,



